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This record of the Master of the Bevels from 1623 to 1673 covers 
an important period in the history of the English stage, and is an 
admirable supplement to Feuillerat's edition of the records of the 
office during the sixteenth century. Professor Adams has here added 
materially to the great debt which students of Elizabethan literature 
owe him for his works upon the theatre and upon dramatic conditions 
generally. The present work is particularly serviceable because it 
makes easily accessible information which heretofore could be secured 
only from scattered sources in books not always to be found in college 
libraries. The original manuscript of Sir Henry Herbert's records 
has long since disappeared; Mr. Adams has therefore been under the 
necessity of piecing together from a variety of sources transcripts of 
the original. To these records he has added upwards of forty docu- 
ments relative in one way or another to the general subject. The 
exhaustive index not only renders the book a highly useful tool, but 
gives information, or clues through which information may be found 
on an extraordinary number of topics necessary to an understanding 
of Jacobean and Restoration dramatic matters. 
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Withington, Robert. English Pageantry: An Historical Outline. 
pp. xx, 238. Cambridge, Harvard University Press. 

This first volume of Professor Withington's important project traces 
the history of English Pageantry through the seventeenth century, 
with a few notes on later royal progresses. The opening chapter deals 
with the elements in the mumming, the procession and the various 
characters, such as men in armor, minstrels, giants, animals, the wild 
men, and various allegorical figures. The second chapter deals with 
the tournament and the masque so far as these contributed to the 
pageant. Later chapters are devoted to the " royal entry," the Eliza- 
bethan pageants, and the pageant in the seventeenth century. A 
number of illustrations add to the interest and value of the book. 
Much of Professor Withington's work, naturally, has been the collec- 
tion of details from a large number of sources, and the book as a 
whole presents rather a formless impression. This is partly due to 
the nature of the material, since the author regards the pageant 
primarily as the expression of the dramatic instinct of the folk com- 
munity, contrasting it with the masque, in which the dramatic 
interests of the court circle find expression. The essential element of 
the pageant is its popular character, its root is in folk custom, with 
modifications from church and literary sources. He differentiates 
between folk-play and pageant, the procession or " riding " being an 
essential of the form he is treating. The book is a useful collection 
of a very large number of illustrations, drawn from sources which 
do not admit of much expansion, while of course there, are few texts. 
But one regrets that Mr. Withington's method does not permit him 
to draw many conclusions; the summaries are all too brief. 
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Dowden, Edward. The Mind and Art of Shakespeare, pp. xxiii, 
386. New York, Harper and Brothers, 1918. 

A reprint of the third edition of this standard work, with an intro- 
duction by Professor W. D. Howe. The brief introduction stresses the 
hold the book has had for more than forty years, and its abiding 
charm and usefulness. Professor Howe also points out that the book 
is still of value for reading in connection with the study of the plays, 
being particularly valuable for its stimulus to reading. The Editor 
has also appended a brief bibliography for elementary students. 
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This book is a study of the chronicle plays from the point of view 
of an historian. Mr. Marriott conceives the series from Richard II to 
Richard III as one great drama, a " Ring," with John as the prologue 
and Henry VIII the epilogue. The opening sentence of Hall's 
Chroniclet, which traces all national troubles to " intestine division " 
is, Mr. Marriott thinks, a complete summary of the argument of 
Shakespeare's plays dealing with English history. The argument of 
every play is England ; Ulysses' speech on " degree " and Gaunt's 
praise of England is the sum of his political apologia. Thus, in the 
reign of John the significance to Shakespeare and his audience lay not 
in the fact that England's failure in France and the quarrel with the 
Pope were steps to nationalism. This nationalism Mr. Marriott traces 
in all the plays, adding to his exposition a discussion of the relation 
of Shakespeare's treatment to what historians have learned of the 
facts about each reign and giving, besides abstracts of plots, consider- 
able literary criticism. Both plot analyses and criticism are elemen- 
tary and at times out of place — the long digression on Falstaff for 
example. The criticism leaves the impression of having been got up 
for the occasion, not alwayB from the best sources. It would have 
been better if Mr. Marriott had confined himself to the theme 
announced by his title. As it is, one gets more information about 
Shakespeare's use of history from the introduction to any good school 
edition, partly because the method of the book seems to be to tell the 
events of the reign and then to give an abstract of Shakespeare's plot, 
with comments on the characters. The method is also faulty in that 
it presupposes that Shakespeake started out with a full philosophy 
of English history and did the work of composition by writing 
" chapters " as they occurred to him and without regard to chronology. 
Thus Mr. Marriott loses the advantage of using the plays in the order 
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Special characteristics of this series, of which a dozen volumes have 
appeared in the last three years, are the omission of critical material, 
the ingenious management of the notes, and the faithfulness with 
which the editors have held to their ideal of making each volume a 
practical tool for the use of students. Thus no introduction is given; 
the reader begins immediately with the play. In the appendix one 
finds a brief account of the sources with extracts printed in the 
original spelling; there is also a concise stage history of the play. 
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An attractive edition in which the editorial work is conspicuous 
because of the attention paid to Milton's use of the classics. 

King, Georgiana G. A Note on " Lycidas." Modern Language 

Notes, xxxiii, 310. 
Moore, Oliver H. The Infernal Council. Modern Philology, xvi, 
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the Modern Language Association, N. S., xxvi, 429-435. 
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Albright, Evelyn N. Ad imprimendum solum. Modern Language 
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The Modern Language Review, xin, 157-182. 
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English Historical Review, xxxrv, 43-61. 
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Kennedy, W. P. M. Fines Under the Elizabethan Act of Uniform- 
ity. The English Historical Review, xxxiii, 517-528. 

Mcllwain, Charles Howard (ed.) Political Works of James First. 
pp. cxi, 354. Cambridge, Harvard University Press. 

The first volume in the new series of Harvard Political Classics 
published under the direction of the Department of Government in 
Harvard University is of importance to all students of political theory 
in Elizabethan and Stuart literature. The book contains such texts 
as the " Basilikon Doron," " The Trew Law of Free Monarchy," " An 
Apology for the Oath of Allegiance," together with some of the king's 
speeches. The editor's learned introduction is at once a guide to the 
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reading of the text and a notable contribution to the history of 
political theory in the seventeenth century. The appendices on various 
special topics and an exhaustive bibliography complete the equipment 
of the book. 

For the student of literature the chief importance of the book 
consists in the material which it gives for a right estimate of impor- 
tant aspects of the thought of Bacon, Ralegh, and Milton. The intro- 
duction shows clearly how intimate the connection between politics 
and religious controversy became under James. The Jesuits were 
like the Puritans in their belief in the right to depose an unworthy 
king. The result was to make James eager to prove his orthodoxy 
and also to insist on his divine right. While Professor Mcllwain, of 
course, limits his discussion to James himself and to the various 
documents in the controversy, the student of Elizabethan thought will 
find the book invaluable as a means of better understanding the ideas 
of Ralegh, Bacon, and Milton. The cleavage between the thought of 
James and that of Ralegh, for example, is clearly marked. In 
Basilikon Doron he advises Prince Henry to love God because " he 
made you a little Ood, to sit on his Throne, and rule ouer other men." 
With this contrast Ralegh's letter to the Prince, in which he says, 
" Preserve to your future subjects the divine right of being free agents, 
and to your own royal house the divine right of being their benefac- 
tors. Believe me, my prince, there is no other right can flow from 
God . . . Exert yourself, generous prince ... in the divine cause 
of liberty, and assume an ambition worthy of you, to secure your 
fellow-creatures from slavery." (Works, vin, 665). And the contrast 
comes out even more clearly if we compare the national ideals of the 
two men. James called himself the "Husband" and Britain his 
"lawful wife." Elizabeth, says Wei wood (cited by Mr. Mcllwain, p. 
xxxix) sought greatness to make her people share in it, while James 
" grasped at immoderate power . . . with a design to make his people 
little." Compare with this the lofty patriotism of Ralegh, his percep- 
tion of the future greatness of England and of the means by which 
that greatness was to be attained, the volume and quality of his 
writings on the subject. Students of Bacon are equally benefited by 
using Mr. Mcllwain's book. On the relation between England and 
Spain, and on the necessity for British sea-power to be developed to 
a degree previously unknown, Bacon agreed with Ralegh. There is 
also in Bacon, as in Ralegh, a considerable body of political thought 
comparatively neglected by recent students, and, as Mr. Gardiner has 
pointed out, Bacon constantly endeavored to make James see that 
his own safety and that of the realm depended upon a mutual under- 
standing between the king and the parliament. If Bacon and Ralegh 
had been followed, to name no others, the split between the Stuarts 
and the people would not have occurred. The English tradition, the 
understanding of the constitution we find not in the governors of 
England during the period, but in Bacon, Ralegh, and Milton. 
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This book, although a doctoral dissertation, does well a task that 
has long called for performance. The handbooks of literary history 
of course call attention to the loose use of the term " ode," by English 
poets, treat the odes of Cowley and their relations to Pindar's Odes, 
and similar topics. But here we have a well-planned definition and 
history of the Ode up to and including Cowley. After an introduction 
in which the genre is defined the author gives an account of the 
classical prototypes, with a complete analysis of the form influential 
in English literary history — the Pindaric and the Horatian. A 
chapter on English Odes prior to 1660, is useful mainly for its exam- 
ination of lyric poems wrongly called " odes " by poets and others. 
Following is a chapter on Pindar on the continent and in England 
which in itself is a useful contribution to the study of the classical 
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builds his treatment of the English Ode in the seventeenth century, 
the beginnings in Davison, Drayton, Milton; the more considerable 
work of Jonson and his tribe, and, lastly, the " Pindariques " of 
Cowley. A complete bibliography and an index of names complete a 
volume which is of great value not only to the student of comparative 
and English literature but also to the student of versification. 
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